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Dr ka-TlI Muntarbhorn is determined to bring the
local industry to new heights
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DR KA-TI MUNTARBHORN

Passionately crusading against plagiarism and piracy,
talented jazz artist Dr ka-T| Muntarbhorn believes the
Kingdom has enough talent that needs only tobe
harnessed, But change has been slow in forthcoming.
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By Percy Roxas
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hard work peays off.

Either you like her or

v cleay'l. Some say

she haz lved oulside
the country fir too long and is
“far too farang” in her ways to
represent things Thai. Others
say she’s the epitome of the mod-
e Thad woman whe has a mind
aof her awm, and wha refoses to
b bosed and |abelled.

Many say she taking hersell
too serinnshy amd that she'’s not
the mwsician she’s heen trying
hard to be. But most agree she's
the beest thing that his ever hap-
pened to Banghoks live musse
seEre in VEATS,

Butwhile people may e
ambivalent about whe
Sirabhorn Muntarbhorm {Dr. ka-
Ti, a= she is maore popularcly
ealled’ i ar what she's like, they
agree that the self-appointed
“erusader” for beeal talentz is
anything bul easy to ignore.

Unlike most of us, the *Bossa
Mova Queen” knows what she
wants, lnows wlat getting it
pntadls, and iz willing to work
bard and PETSEVEDE to g‘-:’r ik
she's not onky proving that Thad
musieians have got whit it takes
1o be considered world-class,
she's also willing to fight the
lomely “battles” many Thai musi-
crins worlld rather relreal aveay
from

*Take me for what T am; and
tost me for whtat 1 am,” she loves
to 2ay. Since her return from
America to Thailand in 1585, Dr

ka1 huas Been passionately
calling attention to several
ssues in the Thai moesie indus-
try: plagincism and piracy, the
need for originadity and for
moTE musicians o putack o
their crnft, and the urgency
of developing young Thai
musicinns into world-
class artists, For this
ronson, the media says
sl is gut ta “revolao-
tinnise” e local
mEie industry
[ ka-TT is the first o
cenherar tlue ward, bak
doesn’t hide the fact that
she hies Found her causs,
She wants to see major
rhanges in the local
e incdustoy even as
she strives to booome an
excmplary Thal artist
wham other That musi-
ciamns enn emulate, Al
while she knows that
chanpes cannot happen
overnight, she'’s not willing
tor just wait on the
sidelimes.
“Twrant to ke
a robe medel,”
declares the
Aamerican-cduo-
eated frsieian
[Pt with hon=
ors in s
Suitar and & dise-
torate depree in bw,
o bess), “repardless of
financial or family back-
[_l;r\-c:ﬂ:l:l-:!. | |l.=:ﬁ.'||.}' woneldd Tike Lo
gew this happen hecause it
wontled rakie iy timmae i
Thailand worthwhite.
I weant to help kids who are

afrded to explore thete possi-
Bilities. Twant to tell the
yaung that there's no fmit to
their dreams. They can make
their dreams comnee true
although it entails plenty of
Fiseed work”

Somme avelnahies may bat ol
puicdy etatemients bat Dr ka-T1
i ok eve o fay only what
e pl-.,"' went b lear, She is
enyiing Hizs beeanse ahe sin-
cirely helieves voung Thais
newded new role models
bercanaze Uiy have Deen fol-
lowing the wrong role maodels
for =0 Toaeg, especially in the
prusic indastey,

"Blany voung Thais have
tlse talent, the gift, and the
mhility, and whven they ane just
starting out in their careces
I:‘:Lr:r are full -e:-l":l.l"[i._tﬁ-:_: fi rl.'."
pho peints ong, “Hut they are
ammedintely swallmwed by a
svsdein thatis lull of plagna-
frséim, that ld.t'i-.u:lnﬂlllaﬁr_'.-.
nhil worst, full of role models
of people who want to make
episbek bueks even if they ave
steiling somelady else’s proge
ety | think the young gencras
tion can do better tham thas”

Theth i:1+1 {u,” wher adds,
“thene kids ane not as tougl ag
I s in fighting the system.
They can’t rezist thoze little
devils that ane whispering, i
thier mars: IWyou tey o be too
artistic you will starve, or, "we
will expel wou gul of this come-
panyy But they niet gel rid of
that fear. They have Lo believe
in themselve”

Some observers who have
|'.|_':|1'|:| siltli[:Ll']hhtzﬁ feom D
=TT retort that thess woeds
are casy o say, expecially if
vou e bom as rich and prai-
||.";p.l|.-1.| A sl i,

Bt e ka=TT insiats,
“Soney has nothing todo
with my achlevements or
where [ am now, 1F1 am liere,
{t's becanse [ workod hand to
bz here, And that’s why I'm

geing to be thelr pole moclel,
I'm going Lo prove to Lhem
that if they am serious and
willing and they wark hard,
lu:-tlping'.ﬂ; (TR
e
1t mot
just the

Voumg

Thai= tluat

Dr ka-T11

'l"a'il.l!['.‘ll ]

infiusnes.

Bhe alag
wants to bea
Eii.IE El'll’.h'll‘.'l 5'."'
fallow muasicians,
“Sixty-three million peg-
palie, and no world-closs msi-
clans, What's wrong with
7 ohe sl

“Does this maan thens
aren’t exough talent in
Thailand? [ don't think =,

Thas i= kappening because

DR KA-TI MUNTARBHORM is nof anly hailed 25 the country™s only fomale js2z guilasst, but akso
a celabrity with a “no~compromise”™ approach loward arl amd ke,

Thais sl don't believe in
themselves. We still think
wieTe miany steps hekind

Searangs, We've got fostop

that, We're noed aoy less eapi-
ble”

Do ben-T'1 weasant thie el G
raise these snes, but she
ame of the most consistend and
e ol the mest rnedii AR al
them. She'y al=o fortumnte to
hazree wide aeces to medin
milcape.

Shes not llnl_\.'al'l'hnn.'l.u:l
and a eneher, which means
she gets a bot of press, but also
5|'|I3_'!>‘-| il |.'||;I'il'|- ATNCEnoeEr ||.|
Banghoh’s FM-103, and a
ooluminist fior vardous Thad
publicatiogs, Thus her ideas
are heard ot vartous fornms.

Another thing thal puts
her in & sakgue position =
asiche froms her wil, charm,
and educalional credentials -
iz that she i her 0w best
example, “I'm the best exam-
ple ol the mdage “hard work
pavs ofl ) she zanve. "T'm aod
saving that P'msmart or that 1
am speecial oF sooething, but
e ey peoud of thi fuct that
[ Sl bl o be whese [am
fodny,

Juw her Lo confirms, she
herself went thmough what
meoat fniskcians padengo in
prirauit of their contt and dis-
plavisd o charneteristic most
.Hm.*-:u:uﬂl.ﬂ JHITSONE ‘|1| [ U
true grit. In heryounger diys,

“I'm not saying
that I'm smart
or that | am
special or
something, but
I'm very proud
of the fact
that | fought
hard to be
where |
am
today.”

she overcame her mother’s
nﬁc«l_‘t:iu:lu o np:iu:'ﬁduuﬂ-
tion with mothing more than
fom determination. o jaes
aehool, she made ik, avern
graduated with honors,
through slieer mits, She was
able to cnter law school with-
aut even Uthe presrequisites,

Furthesenone, shie is
presently minking itin o mile-
dominated field inacountey
tliat culturally does not allow
for seconud chanoes.

She has reken the hundles

Ehat many older women

b faee and ol 48, is cnjoying a
T EAPEEy AN VOLTEET Hik=

" cians wonbd ey

Teday, she is not only
|1:|:|{.-r'| s I:|.|-|_' |;|'_||:|n|!:r_|.".=: |:||:'|J:|.'
fernale jaee wuitarist, but alio
a celehrity with a “po-cors-
promise” approsch towand art
anal e

She and her band, the only
band spoctalistng in Broeilinn
o, s plaved i various
settings in Banghok, from the
*Banghok Jazz Fedival™ to the
Emporium Music Festival,
from clhiarity comceris that nee
VS0 TIRCTTE RSO ey TrennLbon b
beer gardens,
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Asicle rom her negmlar per-
formancos at hintels sucl ns
the et Thend, she bas also
performed with some of e
workdls besl jars iusicians vis-
iting Bangkok: Herbic
Haseochk and “'.'1'511.1‘: Shwirter
when the Thelanius Maonk
Tnstitute visited in 1856,
Mavnard Ferpuson's Big Bop
Movean Bund, and guitar great
Jove Beck, anong athers; and
has boen imvited by the
Ernbasoy of Dhemmark to st
thie Srandinaian Surmomit Sy
Ensemibila,

Yok ghe is the first o tell vou
tluat the rond to her present
sueeess wisn'ta peval one,
When she started performing
prefessicanlly four years ago,
shewsesi't an overiizht sonsa-
LT

*| b weasn ey for me, she
recalls, "1 was langhed ag, | was
imgultedl. | suffesid pretty
miach before thoy finally
recognised that P good o
what 1 doy’

Shie dhisssn't hesr much
from Lhose pesqile nowadays,
probably becise arone can
deny that she i mnaking an
impact both leere arad ahpond,
She's making the country
proud.

Iy s you haven't heard,
shewill be guest musician af
the Banghok coneert of
Portuguese jarr singer Paula
Ofivesira i Mareh, aed m
Apeil, sbe will be represonting
Thaulbamd at e "Yatra Jarr
Festival” in India. T top thém
:|.||. Hlu:;luril ol o of Lie
three artistic residency grants
Trom Fumdacan’ Oricnte of
Porfugal

T'm gquite happse with wihat
T havee sschievesd so far beranse
I worked so haed for it she
says, " But 'm nol resting on
present Lasirels. 1 won't Sop
nerndil T e world-clnss Th
mvusscians, and 1d ke to see it
in oy Lifetine. That's my goal.”

Tis this enad, slie's boen
training several handpicked
Thal talents "By instinct, |
J-r_['||:|'.|.' wlu:lllnn' I|1|_"I|.' s HaF
not] free of charpe, and many
of the proteges shi: brings to
her gigs Froqn timee Vo time,
b proven it his wass
wron in investing in thens,
Who among her talents will be
the first 1o mialee 5 mack on e
isternatbonal soene?

Wewon't be surprised if D
bka-TT hzrsedi beoames the first
Thai musieian 1 ko kit
imter” us they say in theJocal
pariamoe mowadays

[ vous kaow that she ts
set to record an allwom in Los
Anpeles in Jotee whien she poes
there o peceve an lionor from
the Mationnl Academy of
Revording Arts and Scences
i A meemnler for 20-yeard?

Moy, that s soamething. ]
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