THE AMAZING DR. KA-TI

Thailand's only female Jazz instrumen-

¥ Dr Sirzohom T Muntarbhon of the Bossa Novas
pand Dr. Ka-Ti Brazilian Jazz Band and
currantly the only lemate Jazz instrumentalist in the
pountry. “Somebaty up there is definitely looking oul
for me.” We first met Or Ka-Ti last Decernbar when
she was in e midstof training and putting together
her band while she performed regular gigs ai the
Hilton. Her latest adventure then had been ber tnp 1o
Brazil, 1o the hear of the music she loved, 1he Boses
Mo, When we met hor on rainy aflemoon loe a follow-
up interview, the musician had just made a frips 1o |1aly
|3 Sll.l-:j:.-' art r-is:ur,-

ek L“. ood things ssem 10 just happen o me,” mused

b, Ka-Ti's koes include music, heaih and art. which
i what promipted har visit to the Ans haven of the warld
"W didil backpacker slyle,” she laughed: A coflector
of art beeks and a holder of adeges in Intarior Design
she fully appreciated the heauty of tha art and
archilecture in iaty, I was,. .mind boggling,” &aid Dr.
Ka-Ti in regards to her visit to the S Mark Basilica.
“Im an archiliact lan, Arl helps you appreciate
pverylhing vou sce because everylhing is sireciural,”

The books sholved against the wall in her home ¢an
be easily ciassified into three calegorias: Mosie, an,
and health, She confessed [ baing a “spa freak,” peck-
ing the spas at the Sheraten Grande Sukhumvit, e
JW Marictt. and the Inner Chi on Soi 38 25 her fa-
wiouribis,

Sowhal about har muscT She is still pedoming regu-
Larly at the Hilton and an the 23 June she periommed
at Ihe Worid Trade Center as pait of the Alliance
Francaise and music channel MCM's Fefe di 18
Musique, or musse festival, a gathering of differant kinds
of musicians from 2l over the country. &1 the end of
June. D, Ka-Tl s headed for Samui to parfarm at a
private party and to immarse herself in the 5pa expe-
rigmae dosm south,

pnatier thing that O Ka-Ti sbll does 15 ran yousg
miusicians, Her ullimate goal is o make & world-class
musician outof one of her studenis. Her nome leans
more towards belng a library, wilh CDs of every genre
aof music imaginable lining the walis and filling the: drak-
ers, whili: bocks on art and muse can be found every-
whiere “lcan train almast any instrement,” s shared,
“as |r_|r|(|; ag they know Ibe basics. | don't spoan feed.
Lack of proper aducalion and the lack of a role model
deprive young Thais of the opporiunily to expand their
lalents and possible love for music,

“Those whircan't make meoney playing music have 1o
make #igaching music,” said O Ka-Ti who hags no
infanfion ol leacning at schoals or univarsities though
some hive approachad fer, “The ar canrol b meas-
ured by @ degree. Music Was practical fong befora it
was thearetical, IF | had o chogse 1o siudy music with
a prafessor nolding a degree who had never pedaormed
in front of an audhience oranother withoul proper schogl
wivd has performied every night for & long while, [would
choosa the one wilhout the degres. You have to be o
stage. You have to live through il”

|t goes without saying that Dr. Ka-Ti is definitely a very
different kind of Thai muslcian. Cltspokaen, conlronr
eial. andwithout lear of being didiked, she stands up
for what she belisves in and reluses 10 COmpromise
her baliafs. Vs nat about foliowing new trends, bl
instead abeul creating new trends,” ahe said. "People
don't like mew things. Dldor musitians heres hink they
ara ‘good’ when, as a musician, you shouldn'l sven
say tholl There will always be someons bslter man
you. |U's not for you to decide how good you ara. It
up o the audiamce.”

“Penpie think that the philosophy of aiming to do your
best is & farang thing and not a Thai thing.” Seaing as
how the musician kas spent much of her e in the
United Stales, her Moeral viaws sharply confradic] Inose
consarsative That ones that still run deep in Soclaty
today. “I's all about me being me, playing music | love
Whizn | audition for jobs | atways say "This s what |
play. 1 can’t play anything elsa. Don't hire me if o
wanl me o play something elss becauss | won't play
aryything else.”

Her latest venture has to do wilh recording a qually
album here in Bangkok with producers she pickad
hersalf. The news hasn't been popped to one of the
producers just yet and Dr. Ka-Ti laughed irmagining
his reaction 1o her propoegal,

O Ka-Ti'e house s the ulimate reflestion of who she
& Bhe decoraled i herself, the main area of the house
dividad into bwe - @ very cosy and beautdul iving 2iea
and the office seetion. The COs thal line most her walls
and the three guilars sitfing in e rooem mmmediately
sell a visitar Iat music is a very important pard of O
Ha-Ti's lite, Books are her ciher love, bui you wonl
zee fction anywhere around har, “I'm a researcher”
sk said, *l read facks”

On herwalls are stunning prints by Andy Warhal,
Magel, Miles Davis, and Roy Lichlenstein, A huge fan
of Frank Lloyd Wright's anchiteciure, she has an ac-
tual concrete textire block from one of the archilects
hame sitting in her roam. °| headd they were renoval-
ing his house and | drove up Ihere and asked the con-
struction peaple if | could have a plece.” Polaroids of
Oir. Ka-Ti and musicians she respacts can be found all
owver her house as well s pieces thal have bean por-
sanalized for her, 1L difficult not lo be awed by the
hestary in the room, illustrating & full and very blessed
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‘Do you belieye that there ane ne such things as coin-
cidencas?" she asked me when we discussid all the
waonderul experiences and oppartunities she nas had.
Perhaps Dr. Ka-Tiis around e teach us all somathing
gboul infegrity, honesty, and being exaclly wno you
are. She may be oulspoken, controversial, and diffor
ent bt itis rare o find & woman wiho 5 sowilling 1o
gn against tha grain. But this &5 who she is.

This is thevery amazing Dr. Ka-Ti

Rasee Govindanl




