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ur second one-on-one Interview
pairs another relative Dewcomer
with & veteran performer, this time
ain the music scene, Dr ka-T1 (Sirabhorn

Muntarbhorn} iz an accomplished jazz

gultarist who heads the Brozilion Jaze
Band in Bangkok. Dr ka-TI has made a
special study of the rhythms of Braeil
and her band performs numerous clas-
sie bogsa nove =ongs by Antonio Carlos
Jobim, Thus, we thaught it only fiiting
that: she meet with newcomer Madia
Ruthai Suttikulpanich, or “Nadia®
whose new album on Bakery Music,
Welcome Sweet Music, sees her perform-
ing Jobim's classic “So Nice”. Nadia, a
former cheerleader for Thammasat
University, was recrulted by Zomkiat of
Bakery Music for his debut album as a
producer.

Dr ka-TL My band plays stricthy bossa
nova and 1 wani (o say I'm a hig fan of
vour recording of the song “5o Mice”,
Madiie: | love Bassa e | was so afraid
that people were not gonna fike tha
song. 1 read on the Internet at
pantip.com: ‘Oh, wow, we hope that
youTe nok going to copy songs from other
peaple,” but [ don't think it's copying,
Dr ka-TI: It's an Interpretation. That's
something that people don't understand.
In Thailand everyone is really so con-
cermed about coming up with..,
Madia: ... New things
Dir ka-TI: ‘Well, wa all want to come up
with new things, But you know what? The
art of Interpretation is not something
that's easy,
Nadia: Exactly. That's what 1 think.
Dr ka-TI: That's what we've all missed out
on here in the indusiny. Bveryone is busy
making so-called new' tunes, but acpual-
ly mamy of the mines are plagiarised and
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DOING THE BOSSA NOVA: Dr Iia-Tl, laft, talks with singer Nadia about the roots of the Brazilian musical form.

wie can't hide that., If some of us are realby
nol ready o wrlte orlginals Instead of
stealing — oh, [hate o use the word steal-
kg, bt it is seealing - why don't we intro-
duce beautiful music and interpret it to
make it our own, Thats what peaple do
with classical music.

Mavdia: Thits right.

I think that is o true, because avery-
one has their own version in them, They
have their own version of "5o0 Nice”.

Dr ka-TT: Like Bebel Gilberto's,

Madia: | love her’s. She's zo grear.

Dr ka-TI: Absolutely, I anyone asks me
what Brazillan album they should ger
right now, I'd say, 'Go get Bebel's album,’
because s & combinaton of traditional
bossa mova but with a new interpretation,
And [ think Zomlkdar did a great job on
your album with the song. This is my lit-
the secrat, but when | do my firsf album, |
was thinking 1 might ask Zombkiat to be
ey producer. I'm not 1, (laughs] but |
think he'd be the one,

Nadia: He'd be very Interésting.

Dr ka-TI: “So Nice” was beautiful. You
see, Bebel did ie, You did. 1 do it And I'm
sure we'll all sound completely different
daing it, That's because we're all our-
selves.

Madia: Exactly. I think irs also a great
opportunity for Thai people to listen to
different kinds of music, Kinds thay really
haven't been introduced into Thailand
befare

Dr ka-TL: I'm glad to know that you like
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Dbossa movs Let's talk about Latin music
There iz a lot of misinterpretation, or
misconception rather, on whai Latin
music is. Larin, theoretically, is Spanish
language-hased, influenced by countries
with Spanish as their first Innguage. A
huge amount of incredibbe music is com-
ing ot of these places right now, butwhy
are people so confused aboot what
Brazilian music is? Fiest of all Brazil {s the
only country in South America..,

Madia: That speaks Poriuguese.

Dr ka-TI: (Laughs) Exactly, 50°it's not-a
part of the Latin thing because if's not
Spanich, but my analysis of why people
e 'Emupinﬂ; it together with Latin s
because its the only country doing its
own thing. Lets sy you read Billbogrd
they're not gonna pit it in a ‘Brazilian’
section. They'ne gonna put it in Latin
which makes sense, but please differeniti-
ate it, When did you find out abour hossa
noea?

Madia: Well, it started i1 off with jazz,
actually When [ was in America, | lived in
Califormis

Dr ka-TI: Or you're a Californian? 50 am
Fail

Madia: Yeah, [ was in Orange County. And
it was really big at that time, swing danc-
ing and that Zooty stuff like the Cherry
Poppin® Daddics.

Dr ka-TT: | don't know them. Tall me a lic-
tle about therm.

Madia: They're jazz, big band. They got
really big in 1998 and [ was like, "W,
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this thing iz coming back Everything
was coming back. Like fashions from the
Fifries and Sixries

Dir ka-TT: Retro,

Nadia: Exactly, and then 1 got into that
movie.. what's it called, that small film
about Latin music?

Dir kea-TI: Mext Stop Wonderlamnd®

Macia: Oy, | can't remember the name. 11
weas an art Alm. That was the star.

Dir ka-TL What else do you listen 17
Madla: T just got the CI¥ Smake Ciry. Do
you know that one? 1t's by a French group
called Ssmpatique. | think that a lot has
been done in France latchy

Dir ka-TT: Yes. You know, when I started to
listen to Brazilinn music seriowsly at the
Berkeley College of Music in Boston, |
wanted so-badly to get Brazilian music
other than Jobim... all the hics,

But vou couldnt get any of those
albumns In the 115 and [ found that locs of
Brazilian musicians went to France, to
Pairis.

Nadia: How come?

D ka-T1: Geggraphlcally, i's closer than
you might think. But I wonder if another '
reason again isnt because of the Latin
language relationship. But my own liile
theory is that the French are 5o romantic
— their songs are-so sensuous — ['m won-
dering i their Hfestvle and the Brazilian
don’t have something in common.
Macliaz Yes.

Dr ka-TI: Tell me more about why you
like femssa ot Decaise Tm fscinated,




You know, we're from a completely differ-
ent age range, yet wers talking abour and
simging the same kind of mouwsic. Did you
choose “50 Mice™ yoursclff

Maclinz Yes, T did: 1 had heard it done by
Bebel and she was so greal,

Dr ka-T1: When music 5 so great it
hecomes immortalised. 1t like o oy o
influence all of our artists herc in
Thailand to writé music, compose music
ot interpret musie that can be immor-
talised. Don't try to please the market,
because the best thing for art is to ba
unigque — not follow trends,

Madia: Exactly,

Dr ka-TI: And being a trendsetter is
tough  because you're doing something
that mobody understands - because
you'n: deing something that's never been
done before. But to me that's the right
thimg 10 do = create something new,

I oy case, [ stanted 2 band a couple of
years ago and until this stage, there had
never been a Brazilian band in this coun-
try.

Madia: Why do you think that was?

Dr ka-TI: 've asked rmusicians around
town. ['ve asked jars musiciang becatse
they can relate to what I'm lr:_,'ing o do,
They said, 'Gee, we all love this muske bug
it's ton hard o play.’ And it really is hard
to play well. Harder than jazz, In clubs,
it'll be played with more jazz-like hir-
monies. But I found when [ went w Bragil
that there's a lot more harmony than the
jazz chords that we'ne uged to. 50 1 went
o Brazdl to research it

Madia: That'’s great! 1 think a lot of people
have an interest in this kind of music but
they don’t have the oppormunity to hear
it, especially in Thailand. Do you think
thiz should be changed?

D ka-T1: Well, that’s my job now, isn't it?
And yours. It's our job 1o stick with itand
really build an audience. v only been
playing in town for two years and each
time T perform, at the end of the show, 1
have people running up to me and say-
ing: "Where do vou play regularly? We've
been dyving o hear this music and we
don't have any place to hear i T said
Well, you'll just have 1o walt because I'm
working on it” (Laughs) I could go ondor
along time because | have such a passion
for i, but tell me a little bit about your
background, | mean, were you born and
raised here?

Madia: ¥es, basically. T was an American
untl T was seven or cight years old amd
then T came back here. Twent back to the
US again for my senior yesr. 1 was an
exchange student, really. I came back
here and did a year at Thamemasgat, then
went to England,

D ka-TT: To study artd

Madia; Mot really art, I'm doing market-
ing and advertising, 1o be exict. 1 think

England has s0 many interesting places
for me to visit It's such a pood resournce,
e ka-TIL: Such history.

Madia: What's your musical background.
Dr ka-TI: [ went in reverse from you. 1
went to England first. T grew upowith The
Beatles | was there for their first movie
release, you know, A Hard Day’s Night
Madia: Were you there for long?

Dr ka-TI: 1 was in England for seven
EATS. _ :

Madia: You have such a strong American
ACCEn,

Dir ka-TI: And then [ was in the U3, forey-
er. Would you like me to speak with a
British accent?

Madia: Mo thank you, (Laughs) T remem-
ber the name of that mosde now, 0%
called Hemig Vista Social Club?

D ka-TI: OF course. The Suwera Vi
Social Cleb is Cuban music, Maybe 40-50
viear aga, there uged to he a club whiere all
these artists would hang out, like in the
Paris cafes. I'm ot talking just musi-
clans, bur painters, poets, writers. A few
vedrs ago 4 musician from America, Ry
Conder, went Cuba to look for these peo-
ple and who are now in their eighties o
record  them
before  they
die amd their
art iz lost
forever. He
went with
the
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director Wim Wenders 1o record these
artists. 5o some of these amists made
thieir first feconds in their late 70s and S0
— thedr first record! It's just phenamenal, 1
love ir.
Madia: Yes! i
Dr ka-TI: | have a little surprise for yaou,
the sound editor of Buena Visng Social
Culr is a Thal woman, She's a friend of
TrLime
Madia: Really?
Dir ka-TI: She's in her 2e. She was also
the sound editor of Lirde Nicky, the new
film with Adam Sandler, Soowe have a
Thai wornan that's & sound editor - a
sound engineer — of world class working
in Hollywood on all these big films. T love
talented women. I love finding women
who are putstanding and Thai, vou
kmow?
Madia: It's such a gpood fecling when you
hear about Thai people gerting some-
thimg gomd.
Dr ka-TI: You know, sometimes when
vou  differentiate between something
that’s really Thai and something's inter-
maticgnal, I hear from younger generation
'Oh ka-Ti, you're so farangl' But being
international is not being fargng Its
being world class,
Madia: Exactly, 1 think that’s so true.
Amd I think we shouldn't ever have
o say, ‘T Thad dong this..." or TET
had done that.” Wiy dont we
fust go and do @7 And we
can all ke different
Decese difference
iz not  wrong.
 Differcnce is
unigquemness,
What  you're
doing i great. 1
saw that you're
involved with
the  Grammy
Myrards.  Howr
did you become
a member?
[hr ka=TI: 1 told
them what I've
dane and what
I'm doing and |
got  in.  I'm
active as a
meEmbeer, b as |
am here in
Thailamd [ don't vote
ictively anymorne. 1
don't want 1o do
ELLEES wiark
wihen gl bal-
lot arrives.
T h e ¥
don't
require
you oo
vobe in every cal-
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egory and they'd rather that you leave the
categories, blank that you really don't
have knowledpe of, | have a Feeling I may
possibly be the anly member that's from
Thailand.

Madia: That is an honaour.

Dr ka-TI: How did you get to meet the
Bakery Gang and become their artis(?
Madia: | knew Phi Zomkiat and he asked
me if I was interested. Because | nelly
didn’t have a background in singing, 1
asked him ‘Do you think 1 car’, and he
said “Yeah, why not?” Like, you know,
‘Come and try’. So 1 tred. He picked a
song called “Song Sai" from Pizzicato
Five,

D ka-T1: [ den't think 1 know them.
Madia: They'ne a Japanese band. 1 think
when they recorded their first album,
thizy did it in New York and they launched
it there, Then they went back to Japan.

D ka-TI: What style?

Madia: It's lounge music,

Dr ka-TI: I've heard vou mention lounge -
musie before, 1 don't know how you
define lounge music.

You see, I'm learning so-much from
youl Tell me, how do you define lounge
miusie?

Madin: Lounge music is a very easy lis-
tening type of music. I think the influ-
ence comes from s

Do kea-TI: Your did & great job from what 1
heard. Yo sing so0 well. You're so nanarl,
Nadia: Really, do you think sof

D ka-TL Yes, [ think you did a great job.
I'm nat just sitting here complimenting
vour, I don't compliment, if T don't like
something. If vou enjoy what you're
dhoing 1 think you definitely have a future,
and I think Zomkiars doing a great jok.

Lets talk about Zomkiat because he's
your prodwcer,  For  me whatever
Somkial does —whether its the Dojo souff
or for the younger market = the music is
just g0 nice. When you listen to it you
smile. Theres always something so
Zomikiat, I can tell that it's him doing i 1
think that all the producers on that label
reiilly have distinctive styles and finding
your own stvle 15 & monwmental task,
Maclia: Yes, 1 want to say that right now
bossa nawd musie 15 welcomed here in
Thailand and 1 hope that it won't fade
avray like a fashion.

Dr ka-TI: I'm going to try my best with
whit 1 can do to keep it going. I'm pas-
shonate about it and I'm so happy to he
doing it. I'm so pleased that I'm starting
to have a following, And I'd like to try o
cncourage peaple. If you're 3 musician
and you want (o play bossa mows -go for
it IF you just want to enjoy, please enjoy
i Get up and dance,

Madia: It's beautiful, so easy (o enjoy,

Dr ka-Ti: That's where it's at. It’s from our
hearts, |
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